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(57) Abstract: There is provided a 
variable attenuator controllable effectively 
and continuously and having small 
manufacturing irregularities. The variable 
attenuator includes: a first signal input 
terminal; a first signal output terminal; a 
first control terminal for inputting control 
voltage; an analog/digital converter for 
converting the control voltage to M (M is an 
integer not smaller than 2) control signals; 
and N (N is a positive integer satisfying N ^ 
M) variable impedance elements connected 
in parallel and/or in series between the first 
signal input terminal and the first signal 
output terminal and having impedance 
changed by any of the control signals. 
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